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12th September 2007

PRESS RELEASE ON BEHALF OF THE LEICESTER BACH CHOIR

Friends of the Leicester Bach Choir are performing a review of John Betjeman's poetry in reading and song at The Richard Attenborough Centre, University of Leicester, Lancaster Road, at 7.30pm on Saturday 29th September 2007.

John Betjeman, 1906-1984, was the most popular English poet of the 20th century.  His poetry has a directness which makes it easy for people to understand what he is saying.

He wrote about English landscape, churches, trains, his weaknesses, women, as well as lambasting officialdom, sometimes with affection, sometimes with satire, often with humour, but always with passion.

It's his passion and intensity of feeling that comes across so vividly in his poetry.

By the time that he was made Poet Laureate in 1972, he was already ill with Parkinson's Disease, but he continued to broadcast on TV making such notable programmes as Metroland and A Passion for Churches.

How to get on in Society is a kaleidoscope of Betjeman's poetry - in song as well as speech, writing and letters, scripted by Sue Hutton, with support from Gill Carter, Angela Finch, Ray Morris-Chapman and Tom Chambers.  Geoffrey Carter is the accompanist.  There will be audience participation and a bedtime story!

The title reflects Betjeman's own advancement from his middle-class, 'trade' origins into the upper circles of English society.

The song settings were crafted by Mervyn Horder (published 1967) and Madeline Dring (published 1980).  Madeline Dring, composer, singer and actress, who died in 1977, was especially skilled in marrying Betjeman's poetry with her music.

This Associate event is being hosted by The Richard Attenborough Centre in aid of the Leicester Bach Choir.  All are welcome.  Tickets are £6/£4 for concessions, available either from The Richard Attenborough Centre, telephone 0116 252 2455, or Sue Hutton, telephone 01509 650759.

For more details, contact Sue Hutton on 01509 650759 or sue@suehutton.co.uk  

Sue Hutton was Leicestershire's Senior Drama Champion in 1989, after sweeping the board at the Leicester Music and Drama Festival.  She has performed with Muscat Amateur Theatre, a semi-professional group in Oman, and now works with East Leake Amateur Players as actress and director, as well as being a member of the Leicester Bach Choir.
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